
Our schedule for the national 
championship show can now be 
downloaded from the website.  

This year we have included 
classes for everyone and are 
very keen to encourage people 
who have never shown their 
horses and ponies to come and 
join in.  

You will receive a very warm 
welcome and they will be a lot of 
knowledgeable people who will 
be able to help you and guide 
you through the classes.  

If you want to book a stable and 
stay for the duration of the 
show, we are sure you will have 
a fantastic time. 

This year there will also be a 
Sales Class which will give you 
the opportunity to display any 
cob you are wishing to sell.  Full 
details are on the TOYS page of . 

the website. 

There will be a meet up on the Satur-
day evening, nibbles provided, just 
bring a bottle and have the chance to 
catch up with old friends and make 
new ones. 

We look forward to seeing you on the 
25th. 

Our 2010 Supreme Champion, Abs of 
Lindale. 

For those that have 
cobs that show a talent 
for jumping, or just 
want to have a go and 
some fun, for the first 
time in the UK there is  
Flying Feather Jump-
ing.   

The course will be a 
very simple one, and  

will start at the low 
height of 1’6 to give 
everyone a chance to 
have a go. 

There will be clear 
round jumping before 
the class  and Theresa 
will be giving everyone 
help and encourage-
ment. 

TOYS 2011 

The Flying Feather Traditional Jumping 

 Traditional 
Times 
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The TGCA 

Hello from the Editor 
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locally to promote the TGCA and 
the gypsy cobs.  

Anyone interested in becoming a 
rep can  contact Theresa, whose 
details are on the website, and she 
will give you more details .  

Of course you can become a 
member!  

Membership is renewed annu-
ally and enables you to take 
part in all our fun activities.  

We are also looking for area 
representatives who will work 

Don’t forget you can access lots of 
information on our website and 
can even become a friend of ours 
on Facebook!  

Type in TGCA COMMUNITY and 
we’ll see you there! 

all owners (and their ani-
mals) regardless of colour 
 
Your horse’s breeding does 
not need to be known and 
recorded in your horses 
passport.  

We welcome you all! We 
want you to enjoy the true 
gypsy breed and join our 
friendly band of enthusiasts! 

An organisation for everyone!  

For those of you with one 
pony friend that you use for 
hacking and for those who 
are into the more serious 
side of competition.   

Your horse/pony does not 
have to be a coloured.  
 
We encourage and welcome 

Supporting the TGCA 

Welcome to you all! This is the first of our quarterly newsletters which will keep you all up-to-date 
with what’s going on with the TGCA  and its members.  

We are looking to make our newsletter as informative as possible so that you can enjoy the experi-
ence of owning your own gypsy cob. Please let me know if you have any news you would like to tell 
everyone about.  

I can be emailed on kimh2010@hotmail.co.uk. Enjoy! 

mailto:kimh2010@hotmail.co.uk
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History of The TGCA and Studbook 
The idea of the TGCA started five years ago.  
Jayne, Andrea and Theresa had various ideas 
for what they wanted the Association to be.  
Since these early days the TGCA has grown 
each year and will continue to be the only 
Association for all Gypsy Cobs. 

Jayne recalls 

I looked for many years to buy my first 
broodmare.  One that was true to type, had 
back breeding  and a temperament to 
match.   For a long time, there has been no 
where to showcase the real 'traditional gypsy 
cob' of all colours whereby judges really un-
derstood their characteristics and qualities.  I 
also recognised that we needed a studbook in 
the UK, whereby we could make a start with 
proven verified parentage. 

In my mind, these cobs needed recognition 
for the years of breeding behind them, and 
also DNA to prove it so no one could 'claim' 
they had cobs by some of the most popular 
stallions or mares in the country.   I managed 
to get in touch with a few keen enthusiasts to 
see if we could find a way whereby we could 
protect, document and showcase this incredi-
ble breed of horse.  I called a meeting at my 
house some 5 years ago, and the TGCA was 
formed by us all.  And here we are today. 

What an incredible journey by some very 
passionate and committed people.  Without 
their love and passion of the breed, we would 
not be where we are now.  We could have 
never dreamed that we would be holding our 
2nd TOYS (Traditional of the Year Show), or 
that we could provide passports, or have the 
ability to license and document stallions and 
their breeding.   I do hope that you support 
and enjoy the Association.   Our overwhelm-
ing support from some of the very best show 
judges in this country wanting to learn more, 
shows that we are a force to be reckoned 
with.   

I am always available to chat to you, help out 
where I can, and hope you, like me, enjoy 
the TGCA and what it stands for.   It has 
been a long time coming, it is here….enjoy 
the ride and please support us!  We have 
worked so hard to get this far!!  The future's 
bright and colourful in every sense. 

 

Andrea, gives the following history on the studbook. 
 
This started as a bit of a hobby for me as I was fasci-
nated, that after years of myths that this was breed 
perceived as having no known parentage. The world 
should know, that the true well bred traditional gypsy 
cob does indeed have known parentage, alas lesser 
bred ones may have a known sire but that is as far 
back as it could be traced and were definitely not 
true to type, what we in England call a ''Trade Cob'' 
 
So with this in my mind, I set off on a mission to 
trace this unwritten heritage down. In my years of 
studying many a time I was told this is bred like this 
and that, but to get a true picture the only way for-
ward was to pull DNA and cross match it, to prove 
parentage. 
 
When I started this in 2002 no one had ever thought 
of tracing the breed back in this way so it was quite a 
mission, but I love a challenge. 
 
To complicate records, as the breed became popular 
world wide, then suddenly Stallion names started to 
change, before a stallion could have been known as 
Jo's horse and by the very nature and type everyone 
would have known exactly which Jo owned the horse, 
especially by the foals that it produced.  Sud-
denly they started to be called flashy selling names. 
Which is all very well but then the collection and re-
cording of data becomes even harder to trace back. 
 
In 2006 the first ever ''herd ''DNA was collected and 
registered, back then I used a USA genetic agency, to 
hold my data base. 
 
We then carried on around the country in our search 
and collections, we are a long way off to completing 
this venture but have most of the foundation stallions 
on file with the exception of the ones in another part 
of the world  



Don’t forget to tell us about your horse or pony 
and how you enjoy each other!  

Each month we will include a couple of articles of 
interest. What we include will be requested by 
you! 

 

Email kimh2010@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Val: What do you look for in a 
good traditional? 

A good Traditional has to have 
presence and stand out from 
the rest ! A stallion should be 
masculine and demand you to 
look at him but not be rude.  A 
mare should be feminine, 
pretty looking with a big daisy 
eye.  A gelding should 
be kinder with a more placid 
look about him.  

Again all should have abun-
dance of feather mane and tail 
but under all of that hair it 
should be quality with correct 
conformation and ground cov-
ering movement  

I’m a firm believer that you have 
to give horses time to mature – 
you can’t microwave them – and 
a good horse is never a bad col-
our! 
 
Val: Tell me a bit about yourself 
 
I live just outside Canterbury in 
Kent with my partner Camilla 
and adorable son Harry.  
 
I have been involved in horses all 
my life, and am passionate about 
showing, a stickler for conforma-
tion and type.  
 
 

 
I am willing to help anyone who 
asks – I believe only by supporting 
each other can we improve the life 
of our horses and our time with 
them. 

Your Stories and Letters 
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Let’s hear what you have been up to!  

Good news or bad, funny or just informa-
tion which will be of interest to other mem-
bers.  

Please send us you photos too and we will 
feature as many as we can  

This month we have asked Val 
Sheenhan, show producer and  
judges co-ordinator to give us his 
view on what makes a good tra-
ditional. 
 
 

The Producers Interview 
A good 
Traditional 
has to have 
presence 
and stand 
out from 
the rest !  

mailto:kimh2010@hotmail.co.uk


Meet the TGCA Team 
P A G E  5  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1  

This issue, we would like to introduce you to three members of the TGCA team.  We will cover the 
other members in the December issue. 

Jayne Purcell White—
Responsible for advertising, 
promotion of the TGCA, 
sponsorship and the 
Judges’ Panel. 

I have had a keen interest 
in traditionals for quite 
some time now - don't 
want to show my age card 
too quickly!  I have spent 
many hours at fairs where 
many travelling folk take 
their cobs to sell or flash, 
and have tried to be edu-
cated by the breeders 
themselves.   

 

up the levels and this 
year qualified and com-
peted at the Royal Inter-
national for the first time 
with him.   

I love meeting new peo-
ple and chatting about 
hairy horses and am 
dedicated to promoting 
the gypsy cob. 

 

What a Chance.  He is 
known to his friends as 
Stinky.  Andy has a 
Clydesdale mare, Sans 
Peur Suzi, or Farra at 
home.  

I have been showing for 
many years at small lo-
cal shows, but since 
starting to show Stinky 5 
years ago, I have moved 

Theresa Fryer – Events, 
Judges and Reps co-
ordinator , website and 
general administration,  

I live in East London 
with my husband Andy 
and six cats.   

I have a 15 hands dark 
bay skewbald known as 
Quite by Chance or if 
showing with BSPA, 

I am a New Zealander, and 
have been living in the UK for 
23 years.  I live in Sussex, with 
my husband William, my two 
girls - Charlotte and Imogen, 
plus Charlotte's partner  

Henry, our four terriers, two 
goats, 1 cat  and our 10 
horses.  We are a very keen 
showing family in the summer, 
and a mad keen hunting family 
in winter!  And oh yes, those 
traditionals make great hunters 
- loads of pig oil and off you go!  

I looked for many years to buy 
my first broodmare.   

I have been privileged to 
breed and own and produce 
Abbotswood Gorgie Boy - a 
prolific well known winner in 
the show ring, along with a 
few others. 

  

Kim Hodgson  

Editor of the Traditional 
Times 

 

 

 

 

 

I live in West Kent with my 
horses and dogs. I worked in 
the NHS for many years and 
now have my own consulting 
business. 

I have owned coloured 
horses/ponies for more than 
10 years and show in the 
summer and do local dres-
sage over the winter.  

They are part of my family! 



 

I have 2 coloured traditionals. 

Kinsey who is 11 years old and 
is a 14.2 piebald mare. She is 
a very special horse to me.  

My previous horse and I were 
in a horrific road traffic acci-
dent and my horse bled to 
death at the side of the road 
and I was badly injured. 

Kinsey is my `horse of a life-
time’ who has given me my 
confidence back – her tem-
perament is second to none.  

My other pony, Teddy Two 
Shoes is a year old now and I 
bought him when he was a few 
days old and still on his mum 
from a local breeder. He is tri-
coloured and is around 14hh 
now and will make a good size.  

I want to show him in-hand and 
I’ve received lots of advice from 
Theresa at the TGCA who is 
happy to help anyone. 

What advice would you give to 
other owners? 

I believe traditional are extremely 
versatile.  

As an amateur it is really important 
to be a member of a supportive 
group either a local riding club or 
the TGCA. This helps keep you mo-
tivated and provides a social side to 
being with our horses.  

Everyone should get the best out of 
their relationship with their 
horses.......just like me! 
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Angela Bicknell, a centre man-
ager of a youth club who lives in 
Cumbria, tells us about herself 

 
 

The Members Interview As an 
amateur it 
is really 
important 
to be a 
member of 
a 
supportive 
group 
either a 
local riding 
club or the 
TGCA  

Competing at the Royal International  
There are two major horse 
shows in the showing world, 
one is Horse of the Year Show 
and the other is the Royal In-
ternational Horse Show.  In or-
der to compete at these shows, 
you have to qualify by winning 
or being second in various 
qualifier classes held round the 
country.  To get the “golden 
ticket” is a real achievement. 

 

Last year I purchased my RIHS 
card, but shortly afterwards 
found out I had cancer.  When 
the time came for the shows, I 
was too weak and tired from the 
chemo to take part.  My friend 
Sarah rode him in the classes for 
me, and each time he failed to 
qualify by being third.  She said, 
“I think he is waiting for his mum 
to get back onboard”. 

This April, at my first show of 
the new season, What a 
Chance, known to his friends 
as Stinky, went beautifully 
for me and came first in the 
class.  Sarah was there and 
her cheers from outside the 
ring made by day and when 
we came out, she said “told 
you he was waiting to get his 
ticket with you”  
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I am very much an amateur 
showing competitor.  Stinky is 
not “produced” for showing, ba-
sically he has a bath the day 
before as his preparation. 

July 26th was the big day.  
Andy drove us to Hickstead, 
and Sarah came to groom for 
me, and she was great, made 
sure we looked our best and got 
to the right ring in plenty of 
time for the class.  Alice also 
came along for support, so all I 
had to do was get changed and 
onboard – felt very odd not be 
running around with sprays and 
brushes. 

I was not 
too nerv-
ous.  I 
knew 
that we 
had no 
chance of 
being in 

the top 8 as (a) I was one of 
the non- 

professionals in the class and (b) 
the show cobs always beat the tra-
ditional cobs in these classes and 
there were some of the top show 
cobs in the country taking part. 

Stinky and I went in to have some 
fun and a great experience.  

The ring is 
huge at Hick-
stead and we 
were able to 
have a really 
good  gallop 
up the hill on 
the long side 
of the ring 
which was 
great fun.  

To my amazement, we were pulled 
in 11th out of 32 and were the 
second highest placed traditional in 
the line up.  The highest placed 
traditional made 8th and the rest 
of the top fifteen were show cobs. 

When I looked down the 
line, I realised that my 
hairy lad was higher than 
many of the cobs that had 
done well at RIHS and 
HOYS in the past, and this  
alone was a huge achieve-
ment for us  

Finally to finish off an ex-
cellent day’s showing, 
Sarah won the prize for 
the best turned out groom 
which she was very 
pleased with.   

Theresa Fryer 

Showing Turnout Tips 
In Hand 
 
You should wear a hat.  This 
can be trilby, bowler, flat cap 
or a riding hat.  Any colour but 
black is not correct for hard 
hats for female handlers. 
 
 Many shows insist that under 
18s wear a hard hat, and 
some shows also have rules 
stating that youngstock han-
dlers must wear a hard hat, so 
do check rules. 

Jacket – for a gypsy cob, 
your jacket should be 
tweed, choose a colour and 
pattern that compliments 
you and your cob.   Some 
people wear a waistcoat as 
well.   
 
If very hot, often people 
just wear a waistcoat.  Go 
for a smart wool one and 
in a colour that again com-
pliments your cob and your 
tweed. 

Shirt - Any suitable colour 
but not plain white.  Some 
people wear white with col-
our stripes shirts.  Cream or 
yellow are very popular. 
 
Tie - any colour but do not 
use black to compliment 
your jacket and shirt.  Wear 
a tie pin, avoid the very 
blingy ones.  You are want-
ing a smart and discrete ap-
pearance. 
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Showing Turnout Tips 
Trousers, the general rule is 
dark with light legs and vice 
versa.  Many people wear 
beige.   
 
Avoid black jeans, but beige 
jean type trousers can be 
used. 
 
Boots - black or brown, good 
grip and something you can 
run fast in. 
 
Gloves - should be a shade of 
brown. 
 
Show cane - brown leather 
covered or plain wood.  Avoid 
very flashy blingy ends to the 
cane. 

 
Many people put their hair 
in a bun and net it.  Short 
hair should be kept as neat 
as possible, especially if 
wearing a riding hat. 
 
Tack for youngstock should 
be a brown bridle, ideally 
with flat hunter noseband 
for gypsy cobs.  Fillies can 
be shown in a white halter.  
A few people 
do use black 
tack. 
 
Seniors are 
normally 
shown in 
their riding 
bridles. 

Have a thin piece of elastic 
to attach your number on - 
far neater than the plastic 
string you get.  Some peo-
ple cut the numbers down 
or round off the corners. 
 

Hair - long hair should be 
tied back. 

Ridden Showing 
 
Some shows now have rules 
that state the hat must have 
a chin strap so do check the 
schedule before entering the 
class. 
 
If you wish to use spurs, 
again do check the rules as 
mixed height classes normally 
state no spurs and some So-
cieties do not allow spurs on 
anyone under 18. 
 
No facial jewellery or belly 
rings to be worn – you will be 
asked to leave the ring if you 
wear them at many shows. 
 
Jodhpurs or breeches should 
be worn.  White is not correct 
and most people wear beige, 
corn or canary.  Bright canary 
can be, shall we say, unflat-
tering to those with short fat 
legs, hence why I avoid them. 

Boots.  You can wear short jodhpur 
boots, oxblood is a popular colour, 
especially for children.  Most adults  
wear long black boots, though a few 
people wear long brown boots.  
Black is the traditional colour.  Gai-
ters can be worn but never chaps. 

The rest of 
your turnout 
is very similar 
to the in hand 
turnout. 

Your cob 
should be as 
clean and as 
possible. Do 
not use make 
up other than 
a tiny bit of 

clear highlighter gel or baby oil on 
the face. 

Careful use of a little product to 
make them shine is allowed on the 
hair and body, but don’t have them 
covered in thick oil.   

Do not use black on the 
hooves, some people use a lit-
tle clear oil but most do not 
bother as the hoof normally is 
not seen. 

Bridle – a plain hunter type bri-
dle is the ideal choice.  Brow 
band 
should be 
plain 
leather, 
though 
some peo-
ple on po-
nies use a 
plaited 
leather 
one. 

Tradition-
ally you 
use a Pel-
ham or a double bit, or if a 
novice animal then a suitable 
snaffle.  Try to avoid full cheek 
snaffles and three ring type 
gags.   
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Showing Turnout Tips 
  

Shirt is normally white or 
cream. 

You should wear a stock, 
and some people do go for 
white, cream or another col-
our such as champagne.  
You can add a tie pin with a 
bit of bling.   

Gloves can stay as brown or 
some people use a cream 
coloured glove. 

Horse should be made to 
gleam under the lights if an 
indoor evening perfor-
mancewith careful applica-
tion of a little oil – practice 
getting it right before your 
big day. 

  

For In 
Hand 

Many gen-
tlemen 
wear a 
tuxedo or 
formal 
evening 
suit with 
bow tie. 

Ladies 
wear a trouser suit or a skirt 
and smart top, often with a bit 
of bling.  Remember to have 
sensible shoes as  you do still 
need to be able to trot your cob 
up. 

 

 

Saddle, one that compliments 
your horse.  Normally in brown, 
but some do use black.  Many 
people use working hunter sad-
dles or showing saddles.  GP 
and dressage saddles can be 
used, but at higher level show-
ing are not  really correct,  If 
the judge is to ride make sure 
your stirrups and leathers will 
fit the judge.  I carry a spare 
set when judge is to ride. 

Girths – leather or a discrete 
material one in brown, or white.   
Unless tack is black in which 
case then use black.  Avoid col-

ours. 

Numnahs.  
These should 
be as discrete 
as possible.  
Most people 
use brown or 
white unless 
tack is black.  
You can use 

sheepskin but again, one that is 
a discrete shape and fit. 

Evening performance/
championships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now is the opportunity to 
bling up a bit. 

The jacket for is now changed 
from tweed to navy.  Some 
gentlemen do wear Hunting 
Pink.   

For adults (many shows insist 
under 18s wear hard hats) if 
you feel your horse is safe, 
then you can wear a top hat 
which is black.  Some ladies 
add a false bun if they have 
short hair. 

People who are doing both 
an in hand and ridden 
championship will often 
wear their riding outfit, 
with top 
hat if 
they-
have 
little 
time to 
change 
between 
classes. 

  

I hope you have found the 
above useful, you don’t need 
to spend 100s on clothes.  My 
personal choice is to go onto 
e-bay and purchase good 
quality second hand jackets 
etc rather than buy very cheap 
new ones. 

Shirts—you can buy cheap 
ones and put them in the 
washing machine with a cheap 
yellow duster to get a yellow 
one.  Second hand shops are a 
great place to look for ties.  
Horse Gossip on the web also 
had a good trading area. 


