
  

Trooping of the colour (The Queen’s Birthday Parade) 

 

Traditional Drum Horse Society 

 

Breed Standard for the Traditional drum horse  

The name Drum horse was the horse were used by the British regimental Cavalry for 

parades and events, to carry a drummer and two 90 lb solid silver kettle drums, plus the 

weight of a soldier on full military attire with the specialist saddle and required equipment 

to carry out the service,  

Drum horses are controlled only by the feet of the drummer during parades and events, so 

they have to be incredibly well mannered and very even tempered  with an exceptional 

disposition, as they are used in public events, parading through the busy streets of London 

with thousands of people and noise , while having the drums beating from their backs that 

would test the character of even the most reliable and steady horse.   

It is said that to breed true traditional Drum Horses, is to: (a) breed two large Gypsy and/or 

Drum Horses together, or (b) breed a Gypsy Horse to a Clydesdale or a Shire.  Clydesdales, 

Shires, or Gypsy Horses are basically the same type of cold blooded horse, with close 

heritage and obvious similarities in body types.  Shires and Clydesdales crossed with Gypsy 

Horses will breed true to type, and the outcome will be consistently predictable.  It is agreed 

that some registered Drums do have a smaller percentage of Gypsy Cob.   This will be 

accepted with a view to improving this percentage to breed truer to type for future 

generations. 

The origin of a great characteristic of the DRUM was the wealth of hair, or feathers, on the 

legs. Today the demand is for a slightly cleaner legged horse, with straight fine, silky hair. 

 

 



 

COLOUR  Any solid colour Black, brown, bay or grey. No spotted /double dilutes, or 

white with blue eyes will be accepted 

 

HEIGHT  

SECTION A  Stallions and Geldings 17 HH and over.  Mares 16 2 HH and over. 

SECTION B  Stallions and Geldings under 17 HH.  Preferably over 16 HH.  Mares under 16 2 HH.  

Preferably over 15 2 HH   

 

HEAD Long and lean, neither too large or too small, broad between the eyes , which should 

be bright and alert displaying a large kind eye and docile in expression  blue and partially 

blue eyes are acceptable.    

EARS Long, lean, sharp and sensitive. 

THROAT Clean cut and lean. 

SHOULDER Deep and oblique, wide enough to support the collar. 

NECK Long, slightly arched, well set onto a good sloping shoulder give the horse a 

commanding appearance. 

BACK Short, strong and muscular. Should not be dipped or roached. Deep well sprung ribs 

which are round from the shoulder to the flank, plenty of depth from the withers to the 

girth. Chest must be good and wide, with a well-set tail, goose rumps are not accepted   

LOINS Standing well up, denoting good constitution (must not be flat). 

HIND-QUARTERS Long and sweeping, wide and full of muscle, well let down towards 

the thighs. 

FORELEGS Should be as straight as possible down to pastern, with good flat bone  

HINDLEGS Hocks should be not too far back and in line with the hind-quarters with 

ample width broadside and narrow in front. “Puffy” and “sickle” hocks should be avoided.  

BONE MEASUREMENT as a guide: flat bone 11 inches (28 cms) is ample, although 

occasionally 12½ inches (32 cms) is recorded – flat bone is heavier and stronger than spongy 

bone. Hocks must be broad, deep and flat and set at the correct angle for leverage. 

FEET of good size, round and well formed, open at the heels and concave  

HAIR  fine straight and silky. 

MOVEMENT   A Drum should be full of courage and should look like and be able to do a full 

day’s work 



 

 

 

 

 


