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Hello from the Editor
Well, we are coming to the end of yet another great year! The TGCA membership is
growing from strength to strength and we are increasing our influence in the showing
world.
Many of you entered our classes to qualify for the Traditional Of the Year
championship Show (TOYS) held at the Keysoe College Equestrian Centre in
September and what a show it was! We have our supreme Champion for 2011, King
Arthur, who is also pictured on our website and we have an interview with his owners,
Alan and Cindy Baldry, featured in this issue.
Very importantly, the show gave us the chance to meet and chat to some of you. You
are certainly dedicated to your traditionals! We are very much an interactive society
and we really do want to hear from you. Tell us about your animals, your plans for
next year and how we can all get the best from our relationship with our wonderful
horses!
We really wish you all a fantastic Christmas and New Year, from all of us here at the
TGCA!

The TGCA
You may not have any known parentage on your
traditional gypsy cob, but you CAN register
and show him or her with the TGCA!
Traditional gypsy cobs come in all manor of
beautiful colours and patterns, from solid to
spotted, and ALL are welcomed with
enthusiasm by the TGCA!

Join the TGCA OFFICAL SITE on
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TOYS 2011 Interviews
What a superb show! Over 100 horses and so many supporters (both with and without
their cobs), from right across the UK and from further afield!

Ronald
2nd in Best Mustache
Will and Una Smyth

Will qualified for TOYS at
his first ever show held at
Wingfield, near Diss.

* Meeting a lot of helpful
people with friendly
advice.

Will and Una own a red
roan traditional gelding
called Ronald. He is 15.3
and 7 years old.

At TOYS, although not
placed in a very strong
class of 16, Will said

* A challenge with
experienced
professionals alongside
total amateurs who are
still learning to work
with their horses.

“we came for the
experience. It’s a
different world!”
“I’ve found everyone
really friendly and we
have received lots of
helpful advice. We will
definitely be coming again
next year!”.
Will, who has been riding
for a few years, was
having lessons in his local
riding school.
The school closed down
putting all of the horses
up for sale, and Ronald
found a home with Will.

“Horsemanship - it’s
communication between
the two of you”

For Will coming to TOYS
meant:
* A great experience for
the horse and rider,
learning to work
together.

Audrey and Ludo Louis
Travelled to TOYS from France
Andrey and Ludo came to watch TOYS having read about it on facebook. They own
gypsy cobs in France and wanted to see the sorts of ponies we produce here in the UK
as well as the types of classes which we hold. They have been showing for the last 10
years and are looking to buy some more cobs in the future. Audrey said
“There are very few shows like this in France and this was our opportunity to see lots
of gypsy cobs in the same place”.
Audrey and Ludo will keep in touch and we will update you all on their progress!
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King Arthur (Bob)
Blue Chip Supreme Champion
Cindy and Alan Baldry
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He won the Champion Ridden and
Champion in-hand Senior Stallion (over 4
years) and his behavior was impeccable.

Cindy and Alan bought Bob 4 years ago
from Chelmsford. They were looking for a
bombproof driving pony and had seen one
advertised which, when they went to visit,
they knew wasn’t for them. On their way
out they saw Bob and offered to buy him.
A 12 year old stallion Bob had been
tethered alongside a main road in
Portsmouth for most of his life. A few days
later their offer was accepted and Bob was
on his way!

Cindy said, “it was Bob’s temperament
which attracted us. He was gentle even
when he covered our mare who
unfortunately lost her foal before birth”.
They are hoping to cover their mare again
and are actively looking at standing Bob,
who is named after Cindy’s Dad, at stud or
taking semen from him to freeze and
store.

Backed, ridden and driven by Charlotte
Hobday, a local girl who also produced him
on the day, Bob took TOYS by storm.

Good luck to them and we look forward to
seeing the Baldry family again next year!

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 2

PAGE 5

Beggars Bush Cromwell (pictured below)
Colt of the Year and Youngstock Champion

Beggarsbush Betty Boo Bop
Studfoal of the year and reserve Youngstock Champion
Ben Aldridge and Kelly Pether
Traditionals have been a lifelong passion for Ben but its only in the last 6 years they have
taken it seriously.
“Everything we breed we potentially want to keep. We breed a maximum of 6 foals a year
here at Beggers Bush Stud.” Ben looks for his traditionals to be very typey, plenty of
bone, short coupled with lots of feather and also quality movement.
When asked what made him attend the 2011 TOYS show, he said “it’s fantastic to have a
society thats so passionate about a particular type”.
Ben’s tip for amateur showing people:
“When looking for a traditional check the bloodlines as much as you can. This isn’t
always easy to do so ask a knowledgable friend or perhaps a member of the TGCA
Committee!”
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Sapphire Secret
2nd Filly of the Year
Sophie Mortimer
My name is Sophie
Mortimer, I am 22 years
old and am a full time
groom at a show jumping
yard.
I have been in to horses
since I was 9 years old. I
had a few loans before I
got my 1st pony.
I was asked to help out at
a fostering center for
horses and I had been
there for a couple of weeks
when I was asked to go
and do some work in the
mare and foals field.
That's when I first saw a
little coloured hairy foal.
It was love at first sight. I
asked the fostering people
to find out if I could rehome her. She was the
cutest thing I have ever
seen, the friendliest foal I
have ever met and had a
really big personality!
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At this time she was 2
months old and still with
her Mum. I thought she
would make a good all
rounder
Whilst I was waiting to see
if I could re-home her I
started to spend time with
her - getting her used to
me, leading on a head
collar, picking up feet, etc.
When you take on a
rescue pony it takes a lot
of time and patience.
Some have had a really
bad start in life and may
have been mistreated. I
don't think I would ever
buy a pony again. The
way I look at it is that the
ponies up for sale will
always find a home, but
the ponies up for rehoming
really need someone to
give them a 2nd chance in
life.
A year after I took her on I
thought I would start
getting her out to some
shows so that she could
see the big wide world.

The showing world was all
new to me and I took her
to Chequer Tree Farm. I
came home with three
1st’s, a qualifier for TOYS
2011 and I also won the
championship class! I did
not realize what a little
superstar I had.
I enjoyed everything about
TOYS. Everyone was
really friendly and helpful
and I made some new
friends.
What I enjoyed above all
was my foal being placed
2nd in filly of the year.
I was so pleased with her,
how she took it all in as it
was her (and mine) first
ever big show. At first she
was not too sure about the
indoor school, but when it
come to the indoor finals
she went in there like she
has been doing it for
years. She did not put a
foot wrong!
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The Legend
Workers Champion and 2nd Stallion
of the Year
Tracie Kelly
Jane, owner of The Legend, said she was
very impressed with the show and with
how very friendly she found the
atmosphere. The Legend had a fabulous
TOYS!
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He won the Large Workers class and
then went on to take the Workers
Championship. He was 2nd in the Large
Ridden qualifier, and 2nd in the Large
Ridden Final. In Hand he won the
Stallion qualifier and was 2nd in the
Stallion of the Year.
The Legend, who came from Ireland,
was bought in March and they have had
fantastic first season with him.
Jane says he is a lovely boy who is a
great all rounder taking part in showing
and jumping. Over the winter he will be
doing dressage. His first foal in the UK is
due in June 2012.
Jane says they will be back next year
when she is looking forward to taking
part in various classes.

Bumble Queen B
Reserve Champion Handy Cob
Lucy Hill
Lucy and Bumble Queen B from Surrey won the ridden handy cob class as well as
taking Reserve Champion in the Handy Cob Championship. Lucy has owned Bumble
for a year, and during this time has been being doing local shows. She then qualified
for TOYS. Lucy has been doing dressage and jumping with Bumble, and is looking
forward to taking part in the dressage and jumping classes (jumping being their best
thing currently) at 2012 TOYs.
Lucy said she found the competition loads of fun, with a lovely friendly atmosphere.
She felt the administration at the show was very well organised and that TGCA
members had been extremely helpful with her last minute entries. She really liked
Keysoe as a venue, with it’s great facilities.
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Knock your Spots off
2nd in Senior Mare of the Year
Claire and Clive Hempston
A 6 year old homozygous mare
affectionately known as Squiggle, shown
in foal to Painted Warrior.
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Claire had a fantastic time at TOYS
winning a bridle in the raffle and a years
free membership for completing her
show questionnaire. Well done to Claire,
Clive and Squiggle!

Claire said, “I prefer to go into a field
with a load of horses and choose the one
I like. I bought Squiggle from Coates
Gypsy Cobs in Swanley. I have four
others that I keep on a DIY yard. There
is something magical about a
Traditional!”.
“One thing I’ve taken away from TOYS
is how professional the show has been. I
can’t wait for next year”.

Lee’s Viking
Champion, Special Championships
Henry Lee
Henry Lee and Lee’s Viking had a very
successful morning winning Best
Condition and Turnout, Best Moustache
(and Viking has to have one of the
biggest moustaches in the country) and
Best Legs! He then went on to win the
Special Championship.

Lee said he very much enjoyed the show
and it was his first time showing with
Viking behaving himself very well.
The secret to the amazing moustache is
that he is turned out in the morning
after he is exercised, and then later is
back in the stable. He never keeps him
on short grass so the moustache is
never rubbed.
Viking is one of several stallions that
Henry owns, he is seven years old and
has just started driving.

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 2

PAGE 9

Binx
Champion Handy Cob
Rosie Barker
Rosie and Binx won the first class of the
day, the walk and trot introduction to
showing class. Binx is a small solid cob
and Rosie has owned him for a year.
When she first got him he was under
weight and very nervous, but is now
coming along very well. Rosie did some
local shows initially before moving on to
larger shows and qualifying for TOYS.
Rosie and Binx have just started
jumping and Rosie would like to enter
the workers class at TOYS next year.
Rosie said TOYS was better than she
thought it was going to be and very
friendly. It was a good competition and
she will definitely be back again.

Manny
Reserve Champion, Special Championships
Karen Faith
Karen and Manny had a great day; 2nd in the Best Condition and Turnout, 2nd in Best
Mane, Reserve Champion in the Special Championship and 4th in the Ridden Large
Traditional of the Year!
Karen has had Manny for three years. They have been at the RIHS and Karen hopes
to get to HOYS one day. They have done well at showing and excel at dressage,
winning all five of their competitions this year.
Karen said she really enjoyed TOYS. It was very pleasant and friendly and the venue
was great. She is very interest in taking part in the dressage at TOYS 2012.
For Karen, Manny is a family friend rather than a show horse. They come from the
New Forest and when not competing, they spend hours hacking out in the forest.
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Some shots from TOYS, courtesy of Craig Payne
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TOYS 2012
Next years Traditional of the Year Show will be taking place on Saturday 22nd
September at Keysoe, Bedfordshire. The schedule is being considered and will be on
the website in due course. Do check the TGCA Show Diary as the Qualifier shows are
being added as and when confirmed.

TOYS Sponsorship packages will be available in the New Year. Allocation of Classes will
be on a first come, first paid basis. Sponsorship ranges from £25 - £250 - or any amount
anyone wants to donate!!!

2012 TGCA Memberships
2011 memberships will expire on 31st December 2011. The fee has not changed for
2012, so please go ahead and send in your membership renewal form for 2012. As an
incentive to renew early, the 55th and 75th forms received will be awarded free adult
membership for 2013.
The membership renewal form is available under the Download Forms area on the
website. Memberships renewed after 31st March 2012 will incur an additional £5 fee.
If you have any questions, please contact Kirsten Wilson - her details are under the
contacts area of the website.

Judges Conference
A reminder to all judges that this will take place on 22nd January at the Premier Inn,
Fosse Park, Leicester. All TGCA judges are expected to attend. Please contact Kirsten
Wilson (TGCA Admin) for more details.
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Meet the TGCA Team
Andrea Betteridge
Studbook, DNA and General
Hi all, many of you I have already had
the pleasure of meeting, others I feel I
already know through our Facebook
page. I am a Director of the TGCA and
also cover all head office requirements, I
am on the TGCA judges panel and the
CHAPS judges panel.
It has been my aim to support a breed
society that allows the Traditional to be
shown in its own classes in all of its
glorious colours, so to write this short
article, for the TGCA Traditional Times, is
such a proud moment for me.
I have been breeding Traditionals for
many years. The biggest pleasure I get
is seeing them go on to gain high status
within the showing world. Some we run
on for our breeding program. We are a
small family run stud usually keeping
around 8-10 mares which have been
carefully selected for their breed type
and bloodlines. Our stallions are either
home produced or we hunt out one that
meets all our criteria and will work with
the bloodlines we have. We prefer to
find outside stallions as otherwise we
have to split the herd, but every couple
of years we find we have bred
something so special that we run it on,
in the hope it will meet our high
standard.

At the 1st TOYS, held in 2010, we
entered our home bred solid yearling
filly Zinfandel. She was born on the farm
and had never left it until the day before
the show, obviously also her first
experience of going on a lorry. She was
a star, and took it all in her stride. This
was the greatest moment for us, a solid
coloured Traditional bred by us at her
1st show. It has made a dream come
true.
I thank all members for your ongoing
support. It is this support that has made
the TGCA possible and without it, our
annual show would not happen.
I eagerly look forward to 2012 and know
that it promises to be an even more
successful year for all us owners and our
horses.
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Meet the TGCA Team
Kirsten Wilson
Passport & Memberships Admin
I am 40 years old and have been
involved with horses my whole life. I
spent my youth doing all the usual pony
club activities and when I met my now
husband in 1990 I was delighted to
find that he too shared a love of horses,
his particular interest being driving
horses/ponies. Together in 1994 we
bought our first traditional gypsy cob
stallion.
This wonderful pony gave us great
delight as not only a riding and driving
pony but also as one of the most
successful gypsy cob stallion to be
shown in the UK between 1995 and
2000. During his time in the ring he
changed people's perspectives and
outlooks on these magnificent animals.
We decided to start our own stud and
breed with our stallion with his progeny
following in their fathers footsteps. I
have since spent many years showing
and have been running a large regional
show for coloured horses in particular
for over 8 years.
I have been judging for CHAPS at county
and national level for 4 years and for the
TGCA for 2 years.
I am directly responsible for TGCA
admin which includes submitting
information into and managing the
database, processing memberships,

overstamping and offering a passport
service through the LNSA of GB. I am
the secretary for the TGCA's national
championship show "TOYS".
Myself and the other committee
members pride ourselves on providing a
fast, efficient, friendly and helpful
service for our members, which is driven
by our passion and love of the breed.
The TGCA is a forward thinking, fast
growing and much needed Association.
Passionate about the welfare of all
traditional gypsy cobs from the happy
hacker to the supreme show champion.
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Members Pictures
Please do send in any pictures you have for future newsletters!

Above: Alan and Cindy Baldry’s mare having her legs washed
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HOYS Interview with Chris Patrick
2011 Winner on Cassius, the top winning native

Q: What does it feel like to win at HOYS?
A: It’s hard to describe, a sense of pride and achievement but its also very emotional
and very satisfying when you consider all the hard work necessary to get there. Also
extreme happiness for all the team and the owners for their support and hard work.
Q: What do you look for in a traditional?
A: At the end of the day good conformation is essential, as it is in all types. However
my own personal thing is the feathers, they have to be long and silky.
Q: What makes Cassius so special?
A: He is very special, he has a super temperament, is easy to work with and the ride
on him is excellent. I would say the best horse that I have sat on.
Q: How much involvement do you have with the owner of the horses you ride?
A: A lot, I personally think it is important that they feel part of the team and are
involved at all stages with the preparation and planning. At the end of the day they
own the animal you are showing and their opinion counts.
Q: Tell me a bit about yourself.
A: This bit I find hard but here goes, I have been involved with horses for many years
(since a teenager). I have ridden and competed in all disciplines, although my main
interest is in preparation for the show ring. Over the years I have been fortunate to
have had my share of success competing at HOYS, Olympia and numerous
championship shows. I run a successful yard with my partner Robin, who gives me all
the support and encouragement, which is vital. I am also a judge and this gives me
great pleasure as you meet some lovely people in the course of this.
Q: What tips would you give to TGCA members about riding in the ring?
A: Learn good ringcraft, watch the professionals, see what they do and aim to get the
same results. Always pay attention to the small details, they are so important and I
cannot stress enough, so is good preparation.
Q: As a TGCA judge what is it you think the TGCA offers that other societies don’t?
A: I think the opportunity has been lacking for some time with regard to non
coloured traditionals. The opportunity is now here and members should take full
advantage of this.
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Theresa’sTop Tip
Keeping Legs Hairy and Healthy over Winter
Please note that the information below is based on my own experience (I have had
hairy horses for approx. 12 years) and is not advice given by the TGCA. Please do
follow my advice on patch testing before applying any products. It is possible that
your cob could have an allergic reaction, and I, nor the TGCA can accept any
responsibility for any reaction to the products mentioned below.
Theresa Fryer
This article will not stop the legs getting filthy but should help to keep them mite free,
stop bog burn, cracked heels and mud fever. The pig oil and sulphur does help keep
the hair white and stop them from being stained.
However, if your fields are like mine (thick Essex clay), they will still come in very
muddy from the field. Don’t hose the legs, leave them in the stable to dry out and
most if not all the mud slips off.
I try not to wash out the legs over winter and if I am going to do jumping or dressage,
I leave the legs to dry out and then put some Equss Survivor Detangler on my hands
and comb through the hair with my fingers. Then a bit of talc and they are good
enough for winter competitions.
For showing in winter if it is freezing cold, I just hot towel them and when I get to the
show, talc them and they are acceptable.
I use Flowers of Sulphur which is a yellow powder that is a mineral. It is a remedy for
skin disorders and killing bacteria on the skin. It can also help with itchy skin
conditions and when mixed with pig oil prevents mudfever and mite infestations. It is
antiseptic and anti fungal. It kills lice and it is good for Sweet Itch.
The other product I use is pig oil which is a clear light mineral oil (very similar to baby
oil but far cheaper) you can use baby oil if you can't get pig oil. Again it can be bought
from the places that sell sulphur.
Here are a couple of suppliers that you can use if there is nowhere local to you. If you
don't need huge amounts, then I would contact Matt Burks - http://
www.matthewburks.co.uk for some ready mixed - he is normally cheaper direct than
he sells for on ebay. Heavy Horse Supplies - http://www.heavyhorsesupplies.co.uk
are good for bulk orders. I prefer to buy the oil and sulphur separate in 25 litres and
10 kilo orders, so I can use them as I want, i.e. dry sulphur in summer, pig oil for
coats when showing etc. There is also a company called Shire Horse Oil and they do
many different types of mixes and oils. http://www.shireoil.com/Home
The secret to success is to start treating your cob when young before they get mites,
and never relax and stop treating for it. If you do, they can get a hold and it’s difficult
to get the skin back to normal. If you have an older horse that has not been looked
after, sometimes they can have thick folds in the skin and this can make life awkward.
In some of these cases, they are sometimes better kept clipped, as the folds can be
difficult to keep clean and can get infected. It is possible to keep them with hair, but
they do require a lot more attention.
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One thing, do be careful with oil on pink skins in the sun. If you do use it, on places
other than feather, I would suggest making sure there is a fly sheet or something on
top. My two have not been burnt, but I don't use the oil in the summer unless the
weather is very wet as the sulphur alone does the trick.
Please do a patch test first, just in case there is a reaction to the oil or sulphur. If you
have the ingredients separately, then do a small oil patch and small sulphur patch.
Wet a bit of hair and rub some sulphur in and then rub oil in on another patch. Some
horses react to the oil, but less to the sulphur. Do it daily, I suggest you do this on
the neck so you can easily see if there is any reaction and if nothing happens after a
week, you should be ok to go.
If your horse is really itching and stamping, I would start with Frontline - you can use
this on legs, mane, tail and belly, if your horse rubs in these places. Once you have
done the treatment as I set out later, then go onto P&S and hopefully you should not
need Frontline again. You must carry out prevention all year round to be effective.
Some horses also continue to stamp from force of habit - one of mine would on
occasion and she was mite free but had years of itching before I had her.
If Frontline and P&S treatment fails, you may have to consider the invectmin injection
from your vet and then try the P&S to keep them off in future.
There are two types of mites that cause skin irritation of the legs – the chorioptic
mange mite and harvest mites. The most common cause of itching and foot stamping
is the chorioptic mange mite. Low numbers of mites are present in many horses, but
they generally cause little or no irritation.
In a small proportion of horses, mites are carried in higher numbers and cause
crusting. Irritation can range from occasional foot-stamping to severe self-trauma with
the horse chewing and rubbing its legs.
Harvest mites can cause a sudden onset of severe itching and crusting on the legs and
face of grazing horses. It usually occurs in late summer or autumn and it is the larval
stages that can be an opportunist infector of equine skin.
In heavily feathered breeds, it is most likely to be due to the presence of the
chorioptic mange mite. The mites live on the surface of the skin and feed on the skin
cells. They are too small to be seen with the naked eye and can only be detected by
examination of skin scrape under the microscope.
This problem can occur at any point in the year but mites seem to more active in the
autumn and winter months.
Harvest mites are bright orange in appearance and although tiny, can be seen with the
naked eye. They drop off after a day or two, but the crusting and extreme itching
persists; so, unless examined in the early stages, the mites may not be detected.
If you want more info on skin conditions in hairy horses, this is an interesting article.
http://www.completerider.com/pasterndermatitis.htm
The main thing to remember is to keep on with the P&S and to go over the legs
regularly looking for anything brewing. Once every other week is normally fine unless
you have a horse very prone to problems.
Summer is easy, every couple of weeks, wet the legs and rub a big handful of sulphur
into each one, again getting well into the hair and skin. If the ground goes muddy,
add pig oil again. Do not worry about the yellow, it soon fades.
Finally if you do have some scabs, try mixing 1 tablespoon of sudocream, 1 teaspoon
of sulphur, 5 drops of tea tree oil together and then rubbing into the area. It makes an
awful mess but ignore it. Do this daily for a week, do not wash.
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At the end of the week then wash with warm water with a little hibiscrub added.
Gently rub the scabs so you remove the top layer but do not pick. Then repeat the
process. Most are normally gone within two weeks.
If you want to start with Frontline, wash out the legs and dry them. Then apply the
spray from just above the knee/hock to the floor making sure it is rubbed in right
down to the skin and the hair is damp. Repeat in 10 days but don't wash the legs
unless covered in mud and again in a further 10 days. Then go onto P&S. Do not apply
to broken skin or scabs. You need to get the spray from your vet and I find the 500 ml
does two horses. My vet is happy to provide it to me though it is not licensed for
horses.
Now to the dark art of applying pig oil and sulphur
First remove any white gold, it will go black. You don't have to use gloves but you may
find white gold still goes tarnished for a few days if there is P&S left soaked in your
skin. Yellow gold is not effected.
Next I like to have the legs dry and any mud combed out. I also inspect the legs for
any lumps or scabs.
Then take a small container, an old feed supplement pot will do. For one horse use
about ½ - ¾ litre of oil and then add sulphur until it looks like a thick milkshake/thin
custard, 6 - 8 tablespoons is about right. Mix well. If you have a horse with tonnes of
hair you may need more for the initial application.
Then take a paintbrush and paint the legs from just under knee/hock to the floor. Rub
well in, the feather should be oily but not dripping. If you have oil mix left over, just
put it in a safe place as it keeps. For those who have very heavy haired cobs, you can
fill a bucket with P&S and then stand the leg in the bucket and leave it to soak up the
oil for a few minutes. You will then probably be ok with the brush method and only
have to do this method every few months.
I find an application is best done in the stable or in the field, as oil can end up
everywhere due to little drips coming down. To be honest you can wash it away but
my YO is a little fussy about keeping the yard spotless. I also try to avoid leading
them for a few hours, as again the oil sprays everywhere. Also, do not oil up for at
least a week before the farrier is due, as it is not nice for him to deal with very oily
legs.
In winter, I do this every 14 days and may top up every 7 days with a little more oil if
the mud is really bad but this extra oil is for show condition rather than prevention of
mites. You can leave it for three weeks if you have little mud. The oil keeps mud from
really sticking and pulling out the hair.
Another tip unless you need white legs, ie showing, in winter do not wash out the
legs. I do not wash out from mid September to April (unless doing a showing show).
The most I do, is a little cold water and brush on the end of the feather if it’s really
clogged up with mud. Whatever you do, do not soak the hair/legs and not dry them
carefully, as they can take hours to dry out in cold weather. Washing can cause more
problems than it solves. Ignore the dirty oily top layer, pull back the hair and the
underneath is clean, dry and white.
In the spring issue, I will give you my tips on how to get the legs snowy white again
and ready for the show season.

